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P  R  E  F  A  (  E 


The  strongest  earthly  tics  are  those  by  which  mea 
are  attached  to  the  religious  organization,  through 
whose  instrumentality  they  have  been  called  from  sin 
to  holiness.  But  this  most  ardent  affection,  may  be 
destroyed.  And,  ardently  as  many  abolitionists  loved 
the  Methedist  Episcopal  Ohureh, — the  action  of  her 
authorities,  iu  favor  of  Slavery,  and,  adverse  to  those 
who  espoused  the  cause  of  the  Slave,  changed  that  af- 
fectionate regard  to  mere  endurance,  which  soon  gave 
place  to  serious  disaffection,  and  was  followed  by  ulti- 
mate withdrawal. 

As  one  who  early  became  obnoxious  to  that  church, 
and  the  victim  of  its  utmost  power  to  oppress,  the 
writer  is  the  representative  of  a  class  whose  consequent 
course  of  action  has  led  them  to  occupy  an  antagonist 
position.  The  reason  for  that  action  is  not  fully  un- 
derstood by  many.     Some  do  not  understand  it,  at  all. 
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My  own  narrative  will  therefore  be  a  representative 
statement,  on  behalf  of  not  a  few;,  whose  experience 
in  many  pavticnlars  has  been  precisely  the  same,  and 
yet  scarcely  known  beyond  a  limited  circle. 

In  the  progress  of  years,  the  past  palpable  pro-sla- 
very action  of  that  church  has  been  covered  up  by  a 
show  of  anti-slavery  action  by  some  of  its  subordinate 
bodies.  Not  a  few,  even  deny  there  was  any  ifnproper 
action,  and  declare  that  the  organization  of  a  chnrcli 
on  Anti-Slavery  grounds  is  wholly  unjustifiable. 

A  remembrance  of  the  facts  associated  with  the  posi- 
tion of  abolitionists  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
fifteen  years  ago,  willbe  a  vindication  of  the  course  pur- 
sued by  many  conscientious  men,  that  will  silence  the 
cavilling  of  their  unreasonable  adversaries. 

This  narrative  is  therefore  given  to  the  public,  not  as 
a  personal  vindication,  for  that  is  unnecessary  now;  time 
has  achieved  that.  But,  as  a  testimony  to  facts  in  the 
past  which  have  an  intimate  connection  with  the  say- 
ings and  doings  of  the  present.  L.  C.  M. 


CHAPTER  I. 

Joining  an  Abolition  Society  a  grave  offence. 


la  the  year  182t  I  became  connected  with  the 
Sabbath  School  of  the  Union  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  Philadelphia,  being  eleven  years  of 
age.  Five  years  afterward  I  was  associated  with 
Daniel  Glacken,  an  experienced  Teacher,  as  an 
assistant  in  charge  of  a  class  in  the  same  Sabbath 
School.  Two  years  afterward  I  was  appointed 
the  Superintendent  of  the  lower  school,  embracing 
the  smaller  children  of  both  sexes.  Here  I  em- 
ployed my  time  until  authorized  by  the  Church  to 
hold  public  religious  meetings,  after  which  my 
Sabbaths  were  occupied,  for  twelve  mouths,  visi- 
tiug  the  poor  and  destitute,  in  the  alms  house  and 
suburbs  of  the  city,  and  endeavoring  to  instruct 
them  in  the  truths  and  consolations  of  reli- 
gion. 
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At  the  expiration  of  iliis  time,  on  application 
to  the  proper  antboritiei3,  license  as  a  Local 
Preacher  was  unanimously  voted  me  by  the  last 
Quarterly  Conference  for  Union  charge  for  1837, 
signed  by  John  Potts,  Presiding  Elder  of  the 
South  Philadelphia  District.  At  the  same  time, 
a  unanimous  recommendation  was  given  me  as  a 
suitable  person  to  be  received  into  the  Philadel- 
phia Annual  Conference,  as  a  traveUing  preacher. 
This  v.'as  nearly  three  months  previous  to  the  sit- 
ting of  the  Conference. 

Daring  that  time  twelve  persons,  members  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  met  together  and  formed  a 
Wesleyan  Anti-Slavery  Society  in  Philadelphia. 
This  Society  I  assisted  to  form,  and  was  appoint- 
ed its  Secretary. 

This  act  identified  me  with  the  Abolitionists, 
then  more  despised  than  feared,  and,  with  almost 
a  unan'mous  voice,  declared  unv/orthy  of  Chris- 
trian  fellowship,  or  common  courtesy.  Before 
the  Conferencemet,  in  April,  1837, 1  had  frequent 
interviews  with  the  preachers,  who  endeavored  to 
prevail  on  rae,  merely  to  withdraw  my  name  from 
the  Anti-Slavery  Society. 

Previous  to  the  Conference  I  met  with  my  pas- 
tor, Rev.  Samuel  Keppler  and  Rev.  Wm.  Wig- 
gins. "  Well,"  said  my  pastor,  addressing  the 
other  clergyman,  "this  young  man  is  an  Aboli- 
tionist  to  be  sure,"  emphasizing  the  obnoxious 
term.  Then  drawing  near,  he  sat  down,  and  the 
following  conversation  ensued  : 
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'*  So  you  attended  at  the  formation  of  the  Abo- 
iition  Society  the  other  night." 

"  Yes,  gtr,  I  was  present  with  others.'' 

"  And  you  was  Secretary,  I  understand." 

"  I  was." 

"  Well,  were  not  all  those  persons  members  of 
an  Anti-Slavery  Society  already  ?" 

"  I  am  not  aware  of  the  fact." 

"Why,  were  they  not  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church  !" 

"They  were,  without  an  exception." 

"  Is  not  the  Methodist  Church  an  Anti-Slavery 
Society  ?" 

"  Perhaps  it  is:  So  it  is  a  Temperance  Society, 
but  all  admit  the  propriety  of  forming  Total  Ab- 
stinence Societies,  and  joining  with  them." 

"  Well,  a  set  of  Thomsonian  quacks  have  as 
much  right  to  get  together  and  form  a  Society, 
and  call  it  the  Medical  Society  ot  the  Methodist. 
E.  Church." 

"  Being  all  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  we  thought  we  wronged  no  one  by 
calling  the  Society  after  our  own  name." 

"Well,  if  you  are  determined  to  be  an  Aboli- 
tionist, all  I  have  to  say  is,  that  though  I  have 
been  your  friend,  I  will  be  so  no  longer.  I  will 
oppose  you  on  the  Conference  floor,  and  I  am 
much  mistaken  if  you  can  be  received  as  an  Abo- 
litionist." 

This  was  startling  and  unexpected.  The  im- 
pression on  my  mind    from  the  last  remark,  sug- 
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gested  a  train  of  thoughts  entirely  new.  "  Will 
this  connection  with  anti-slavery  views  and  feel- 
ings prevent  me  from  engaging  in  the  blessed  work 
of  the  ministry  ?  Will  I  therefore  forfeit  the  con- 
fidence and  sympathy  of  the  ministers  in  our 
Church  ?"  These  inquiries  pressed  weightily  up- 
on my  mind.  The  effect  vras  observable  to  the 
pastor,  who  renewed  the  conversation  in  a  differ- 
ent strain,  as  follows  : 

"Brother  Matlack,  I  desire  your  success  in  the 
ministry.  I  want  to  see  you  a  member  of  the 
Conference.  Now,  I  advise  you  to  go  to  these 
abolition  friends,  and  say  that  you  wish  your  name 
withdrawn  from  their  Society,  as  you  find  it  will 
prevent  your  admission  to  the  Conference,  and 
embarrass  your  prospect  of  usefulness.''  To  all 
this  a  candid  hearing  was  given,  and  a  determi- 
nation formed  to  mediate  and  pray,  and  to  act 
with  reference  to  the  single  question  of  duty. 

E-eturning  home,  it  was  made  a  subject  of  pray- 
er. The  favor  arid  friendship  of  those  whom  I 
had  ever  looked  upon  as  good  and  holy  men — op- 
portunities of  extensive  usefulness — an  honorable 
distinction  in  the  Church — the  prosecution  of  a 
long  cherished  design  of  devotion  to  the  Redeem- 
er's kingdom — with  the  presumption  that  these 
good  men  could  not  be  wrong,  and  that  I  might 
be,  and  probably  was  ;  all  conspired  to  induce  an 
abandonment  of  my  recent  connection  with  the 
Abolition  Society.  On  the  other  hand,  an  honest 
conviction  of  the  truth,  and  a  plain  sense  of  duty, 
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witli  the  prospect  of  the  frieiulsliip  and  confidence 
of  tlio  few  despised  brethren  in  tiie  same  Society, 
though  less  ))otent  in  array,  was  more  powerful 
in  fact,  and  the  decision  was  formed  iiccordingly. 
The  following  note  annoauces  what  it  was  : 

To  the    Rev.    Samuel  A'eppler. 

"  Beloved  Pastor  : — The  conversation  I  had 
with  you  on  Wednesday  last,  has  led  me  to  make 
tile  subject  of  our  remarks  a  matter  of  mature 
and  prayerful  deliberation;  nor  could  I  forget  the 
assurance  that  my  being  an  abolit-'onist  would  for- 
feit your  friendship  and  favor,  and  also  prevent  my 
admission  to  the  Conference  as  a  minister  of 
Christ.  I  have  in  view  of  all  the  light  1  could 
secure  in  answer  to  prayer,  come  to  the  conclusion 
of  the  whole  matter,  which  is  this — Abolitionism 
and  truth  are  identical,  therefore  I  am  an  aboli- 
tionist. And  much  as  I  prize  your  friendship,  I 
am  willing  to  forfeit  it  if  necessary.  And  if  my 
fathers  and  Brethren  of  the  Philadelphia  Annual 
Conference  will  not  receive  me  as  an  abolitionist, 
to  labor  with  them  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord,  I 
am  content  to  labor  in  an  humbler  sphere. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Lucius  C.  Matlack. 

March,  183t. 

After  receiving  this  communication,  the  Pastor 
apologized  for  his  hasty  declaration  of  enmity, 
and  declared  that  he  would  be  my  friend  and  rep- 
resent my  case  as  favorably  as  possible. 


CHAPTER  II. 


Abolitionism,  a  disqualification  for  the  Methodist 
Ministry. 

A  short  time  ensued  before  tbe  sitting  of  Con- 
ference. When  my  name  was  announced,  Rev. 
S.  Keppler  rose  and  Jiddressed  the  Conference  in 
a  few  remarks,  highly  commendatory,  closing  with 
the  following  significant  remark  :  "  But  in  justice 
to  Brother  Matlack  and  this  Conference,  I  am 
constrained  to  say  he  is  a  modern  abolitionist." — 
This  announcement  was  electrical  in  the  effect 
produced  upon  the  Conference.  James  Smith, 
Presiding  Elder  of  the  Xorth  Philadelpliia  Dis- 
trict, assured  the  Bishop  that  the  abolitionists 
were  radicals — "and  this  young  man  is  a  radical. 
These  radicals  deny  your  authority  and  the  au- 
thority of  the  General  Conference.  He  has  been 
spoken  of  as  a  young  man  of  talents  and  piety. 
If  he  were  pious  as  St.  Paul  and  as  talented  as  an 
angel,  he  should  never  enter  this  Conference  as  an 
abolitionist  if  I  could  prevent  it."  To  this,  James 
Brooks  Ayres  responded  a  hearty  amen  I  Other 
characteristic  remarks  were  made,  some  friendly 
to  the  person,  but  none  daring  to  approve  the 
principles    of    the  young  man. 
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The  case  was  finally  disposed  of  by  a  motion 
to  lay  it  on  the  table.  And  there  it  lays  until 
this  day. 

During  the  discussion  T  was  necessarily  absent, 
as  is  the  ca^tom.  As  I  was  walking  along  the 
street,  near  the  Union  Church,  Philadelphia,  a 
young  friend,  and  my  associate  in  band  meeting, 
Elwood  Stokes,  since  presiding  elder  in  the  New 
Jersey  Conference,  overtook  me.  He  had  listen- 
ed to  the  discussion  with  interest,  and  was  nffect- 
cd  by  it  more  than  I  was.  Brother  MatLjcksaid 
he  "you  are  a  sacriQce,  mangled  and  bleeding  on 
the  altar  of  abolitionism  " 

Very  well  said  I,  "it  is  all  right.  I  have  no 
regrets  to  utter.     I   must  abide  my  convictions." 

It  was  proposed  by  several  members  of  the 
Conference  to  take  up  the  case,  the  day  following 
its  being  thus  disposed  of.  But  in  order  to  suc- 
ceed, it  was  deemed  necessary  to  induce  me  to 
change  my  position  far  enough  to  furnish  an  ex- 
cuse for  this  action. 

The  Rev.  T>.  Dailey,  a  presiding  elder,  sought 
an  interview  v/ith  me.  He  said  that  I  ought  "to 
agree  to  keep  silent  on  the  subject  of  slavj^ry — 
it  was  a  troublesome  question — a  political  ques- 
tion, and  out  of  the  sphere  of  the  ministry  altogeth- 
er. Politics  and  religion  v/ere  two  things.  The 
enemies  of  the  church  were  doing  all  in  their  pow- 
er to  divide  the  church  on  that  question  ;  andv/e 
must  let  slavery  alone.  Now  can  not  you  agree 
to  say  nothing  ai;out  Slavery  or  Abolitionism  ? — 


12  SECESSION, 

If  yoa  will,  brotber  Matlack,  there  is  no  difficnl- 
tj  in  your  being  received  by  the  Conference." 

With  all  deference  to  the  fatherly  old  man, 
who  took  so  much  pains  to  persuade  me  to  sub- 
mit thus  far  to  the  motives  of  expediency  that 
were  beginning  to  be  prominent  as  a  ruling  pow- 
er in  the  church,  I  answered  frankly  and  modest- 
ly, "  Father  Dailey,  I  am  thankful  for  the  inter- 
est you  exhibit  tov/ards  me.  I  supposed  that  the 
Conference  action  in  my  case  indicated  a  general 
indifference  to  me  personally.  But  I  must  say, 
honestly,  that  I  cannot  authorize  you  to  report 
me  as  agreeing  to  any  such  thing  as  you  have  sug- 
gested. May  I  ask  you  one  or  two  questions.- — 
On  his  consentiiig,  I  said  :  Are  you  pledged  to 
silence  on  these  subjects  ?'' 

He  replied  "  I  am  not.'' 

"  Is  any  other  mon  pledged  to  silence  V  I  ask- 
ed. 

"  Xot  one  that  I  know  of,"  said  lie. 

Then,  I  continued,  "  I  cannot  consent  to  a  hu- 
miliatiou  that  has  been  imposed  on  no  oihei'man. 
And  I  do  not  think  vou  will  advise  me  to  C\o 
it.'-'     • 

"  Well  I  am  sorry,  I  am  sorry,"  said  he,  and 
we  parted. 

The  Rev.  Solomon  Higgins,  then  a  presiding 
elder,  took  me  aside  for  a  private  interview. 

"  See  here  Matlack,  something  must  be  done 
about  this  I  am  interested  for  you.  The  fact  is 
I  am  an  abolitionibl  uf  the  old  school.     1  am  op- 
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posed  to  Slavery.  Now  you  can  be  an  abolition- 
ist just  as  much  as  you  are  now,  but  keep  it  to 
yourself.  If  you  are  known  as  an  abolitionist  it 
will  ruin  your  prospects  in  the  Church.  You  can 
think  what  you  please,  and  give  your  $5,00  or 
$10,00  a  year  to  the  abolition  cause,  if  you  choose 
to.  But  why  won't  you  agree  to  some  sort  of 
terras  with  those  brethren  who  are  opposed  to 
you.'' 

I  inquired  what  terms  they  wanted. 

He  said,  "  You  can  just  authorize  me  to  say, 
that  you  will  agree  not  to  circulate  abolition 
books,  nor  papers,  nor  will  you  in  public  or  in 
private  discuss  the  subject  of  Slavery  or  abolition. 
If  you  do  all  will  go  straight. 

I  assured  him  that  I  was  under  the  most  solemn 
convictions  of  the  duty  of  promoting  the  anti-slave- 
ry cause,  and  could  not,  and  would  not  consent 
to  any  3uch  thing. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Keppler  appealed  to  me  with 
every  expression  of  paternal  feeling,  and  advised 
me,  at  least,  to  withdraw  from  the  abolition  so- 
ciety.' That  would  satisfy  those  who  were  oppos- 
ed to  my  admission.  I  replied  that  I  approved 
ef  the  objects  of  the  abolition  society  honestly. 
My  connection  wilh  it,  said  that  plainly.  To 
v/ithdraw  from  it,  for  the  sake  of  promotion  to 
the  ministry,  would  be  to  commit  a  falsehood  in 
action,  if  not  in  word,  and  prove  me  to  be  un- 
worthy of  confidence.  I  would  become  thereby 
a  dishonest  maOj  capable   only  of  selfish  actions^ 
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"Yery  7^elP  said  be.  "We  are  all  anxious  to  ba¥0 
yoa  ill  the  Conference,  But  if  you  won't  ac- 
commodate yourself  to  the  prejudices  of  the 
brethren  in  this  matter,  we  cannot  help  it."  Oth- 
ers did  in  like  manner  with   similar  results. 

Much  sensation  was  produced  for  a  short  time, 
nut  it  ?oon  passed  away.  Few  looked  with  an 
intelligent  mind  upon  the  principle  embodied  in 
this  rejection  of  a  man  from  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry for  declaring  "  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  God 
is  upon  me,  because  he  hath  sent  me  to  bind  up 
the  broken  hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  cap- 
tives, and  the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them  that 
are  bound.'^  And  yet  fewer  saw  iho  consequen- 
ces following  such  arbitrary  exercises  of  ecclesi- 
astical prerogative.  The  sympathy  of  many  was 
excited  by  this  event,  and  they  began  to  look  at 
the  principles  which  called  forth  from  a  young 
man  such  an  unequivocal  expression  of  confidence 
though  associated  v/ith  ecclesiastical  martyrdom. 
The  Rev.  Charles  PitraaQ  expressed  privately  to 
the  writer  his  disapprobation  of  what  the  Confer- 

flire  h-:^r>  dr.np^  fin{j  nrivisPfi  hirr,  f.o  on  to  the  Xcw 

Jersey  Conference,  where  there  would  be  "  no 
such  foolish  question  asked  about  abolitionism." 
Individual  friends  belonging  to  the  Conference 
assured  me  that  at  the  end  of  one  year  I  would 
be  received  J  doubtless,  in  an  honorable  manner. 


CHAPTER  III 


The  PMladelpMa  Conference,  True  to  Slavery^, 

Immediately  after  the  adjournraent  of  Confer- 
ence, the  preacher  appointed  lo  West  Chester^, 
Pennsylvania,  the  Rev.  John  Lednum,  engaged 
me  to  aid  him,  as  he  would  necessarily  be  absent 
for  some  mouths  from  his  charge.  Thus,  was 
twelve  months  spent,  at  the  close  of  which  tVe 
Philadelphia  Conference  met  in  Wilmington,  Del- 
aware in  1838. 

The  difficulty  of  being  received  on  acconnt  of 
abolitionism,  I  supposed  to  be  removed,  and  was 
surprised  to  be  convinced  to  the  contrary  soon 
after  arriving  at  the  Conference.  When  the  first 
name,  recommended  to  travel,  v/as  brought  before 
them  for  action,  be  could  not  be  received  until 
the  following  questioo,  proposed  by  Father  Rider^ 
was  satisfactorily  answered  :  "  Is  there  any  abo- 
lition about  him  ?"  From  this  I  knew  that  my 
fate  was  sealed  in  that  body.  When  my  name 
was  read,  the  old  objection  was  started.  My 
presence  was  called  for  to  make  known  plainly 
what  Ely  views  were  on  this  "  vexed  question," — 


President  Diiibin  was  oppospil  to  this,  aad  ree-- 
t5famended  the  appointment  of  n  committee  to 
confer  with  me  and  report  what  my  views  were 
on  the  subject  of  slavery.  This  was  agreed  to, 
an*l  the  Rev.  President  J.  P.  Durbin,  and  Rev, 
Charles  Pitman,,  and  Rev.  Matthew  Soriu  vrere 
appointed. 

At  the  interview  between  us  the  following  en- 
sued : 

Pitman. — Brother  iNlatlack,  the  old  question 
has  been  mooted  respecting  your  abolitionism. — 
We  wish  to  k»ow  your  views  on  that  subject  at 
the  present  tinae. 

Matlack. — My  views  on  all  particulars  respect- 
ing that  matter  would  be  a  lengthy  story  and  un- 
^jailed  for.  Please  specify  what  you  deem  obnox- 
ious, and  I  will  be  honest  and  plaiu  iu  my  denial 
or  approval. 

Durbin. — We  have  not  come  to  discuss  the 
matter  or  determine  that  your  views  are  right 
or  wrong,  but  simply  to  learn  vfhat  they  are.  A 
fe^v  questions  will  inform  us.  Do  you  beliere 
that  slavery  is  a  moral  evil  under  all  circumstan- 
ees  ? 

Matlack. — I  do.  I  believe  that  no  circumstance 
nor  combination  of  circumstances  can  change  its 
moral  character, 

Durbin, — Do  you  believe  that  all  wise  and 
prudent  means  should  be  used,  with  a  view  tc^ 
?ts  immediate  abolition,  regardless  of  conseQ^uoi\- 
ces? 
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Matlaek.—-!  do  ;  believing,  liowever,  tliat  the 
consequences  won'cl  be  only  beneficial,  and  in  no 
way  disastrous  as  some  fear. 

Durbin. — Do  you  beb"eve  that  it  is  right  to 
form  societies  in  the  Church — edit,  publish  and 
distribute  papers,  and  deliver  lectures  on  the  sub- 
ject ? 

Matlaek — I  think  all  this  is  perfectly  justifia- 
ble. 

After  this  conversation,  a  brief  report  wslH 
made  out  by  the  committee  and  presented  to  Con- 
ference, which  stated  briefly  that  Brother  Mat- 
lack  acknowledged  himself  a  modern  abolition- 
ist, and  approved  of  the  measures  of  the  aboli- 
tionists. 

On  presenting  this  report.  Rev.  C.  Pitman  de- 
clared that  although  he  had  supported  this  broth- 
er, "  yet  now  because  of  his  avowed  abolitionism, 
I  can  no  longer  stand  by  him." 

After  remarks  by  several  in  opposition  to  my 
reception,  the  vote  was  taken,  and  a  unanimous 
rejection  was  announced.  One  of  the  Presiding 
Elders  then  offered  a  resolution,  authorizing  ray 
being  employed  on  any  district  during  the  year. 
This  was  voted  by  a  large  mojority  ;  many,  how- 
ever, consistently  voted  against  this,  arguing  that 
it  was  as  manifestly  improper  to  have  me  em- 
ployed by  the  authority  of  the  Presiding  Elder,  as 
by  the  Annual  Conference. 

One  of  the  preachers,  James  Fianncry,  I  be- 
liev(\,  announced  to  me  the  latter  vote.     I  enqulr- 
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cd  of  him  the  reason,  why  this  was  probably  done. 
He  assured  me  that  it  was  thought  by  himself  and 
others,  that  I  v/ould  ''be  cured  of"  my  "aboli- 
tionism by  the  next  Conference."  I  merely  re- 
plied to  him  that  I  deemed  myself  iin  incurable 
case,  and,  proceeding  to  my  boarding  place,  pre- 
pared at  once  to  leave  for  home.  Arriving  in 
Philadelphia,  I  attended  a  lecture,  the  same  even- 
ing, on  American  slavery,  as  connected  with  the 
M.  E.  Church,  by  Orange  Scott.  Being  there 
introduced  to  him,  I  formed  an  acquaintance 
which  was  destined  to  produce  a  material  change 
in  my  future  course.  By  his  solicitation,  and  the 
appointment  of  the  Wesleyan  Anti-Slavery  So- 
ciety, I  attended  the  Convention  held  at  Utica, 
1838,  by  Members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  on  the 
subject  of  slavery.  Returning  to  Philadelphia,  I 
engaged  for  six  months  as  a  lecturing  agent  for 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Anti-Slavery  Society. — 
My  labors  were  not  very  efficient  in  this  field, 
from  a  want  of  familiarity  with  the  subject  of 
slavery  at  that  time,  and  inexpeiience  in  the  du- 
ties 01  an  agent.  About  this  time  I  attended 
the  Kew  England  Anti-slavery  Convention  ot 
Methodist  held  at  Lowell.  My  introduction  there 
led  ultimately  to  my  removal  to  J^ew  England. — 
A  brother,  named  Benjamin  Sandford,  solicited 
my  return  to  K'ew  Bedford  on  my  way  home.  I 
found  them  projecting  a  plan  for  the  formation  of 
a  "  Free  Church"  in  which  the  rights  of  colored 
and  white  would  be   equally  recognized. 


CHAPTER  ly. 

License  to  preach  witheld,  for  lecturing  against  Slavery. 

On  my  returnhome,  some  friends  furnished  me  with 
aid  to  begin  a  small  business.  For  a  few  weeks  or 
months  I  was  thus  employed,  but  no  success  attend- 
ed my  efforts.  What  to  do  was  problematical.  I 
was  uncertain  respecting  the  future,  and  disquali- 
fied ecclesiastically  to  engage  in  the  work  of  the 
ministry,  having  been  deprived  of  my  license  to 
preach.  This  unprecedented  act  had  been  con- 
summated by  those  who  had  been  and  still  were 
my  personal  friends.  But  such  was  their  horror 
of  abolitionism,  that  they  deemed  it  just  nnd  right 
to  destroy  every  vestige  of  official  character  thst 
I  possessed.  The  circumstances  were  these  :  At 
the  Quarterly  Conference  for  the  Union  charge, 
Philadelphia,  January  10,  1839,  after  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Conference  was  attended  to,  the  ex- 
amination of  character  was  commenced.  When 
my  case  was  taken  up,  the  following  conversa- 
tion ensued.  It  was  taken  down  immediately  af- 
terwards. 


20  SECESSION, 

The  persons  speaking  are  the  Presiding  Elder, 
Pastor  and  members,  Tiie  usual  question  was 
asked  : 

P.  E. — Is  there  anything  against  Brother  Mat- 
lack  ? 

Pas. — Nothing  against  lire.  Matlack. 

P.  E. — Bro.  Matlack  ;  will  you  tell  us  how 
you  are  getting  on  in  religion  ?  Have  you 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  a  good  hope  through 
grace  ? 

[I  now  rose,  but  before  I  commenced  speaking 
a  member  of  the  Conference  speaks.] 

Mem. — There  is  one  thing  I  consider  objection- 
able to  Bro.  Mailack's  passing  the  Conference, 
which  is,  liivS  being  or  having  been  engaged  as  a 
lecturer  on  behalf  of  a  cause  which  is  agitating 
this  church,  other  churches,  and  the  community  at 
large.  I  wish  to  know  if  it  be  a  fact,  and  why  he 
conducts  himself  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the 
church,  and  in  direct  opposition  to  the  General 
Conference. 

P.  E. — Do  you  bring  a  charge  asfainst  Bro, 
Matlack? 

Mem. — I  do  not  wish  to  consider  what  I  have 
said  a  charge  against  Bro.  Mathick's  moral  char- 
acter. I  know  of  nothing  against  his  moral 
character.  Yet  I  mention  this  as  an  objection  to 
the  renev/al  of  his  license. 

P.  E. — If  he  be  guilty  of  any  criminality  that 
would  exclude  him  from  the  kingdom  of  grace 
and  glory,  the  Discipline  points   out    the  proper 
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course  ia  such  case.  I  will  read  the  article  in  the 
Discipline. 

[Reads  the  article  on  page  G8  of  the  book  of 
Discipline.] 

Bro.  Sorin,  I  presume  you  have  not  taken  these 
preliminary  steps  in  his  case  ? 

Pas. — There  have  been  no  charges  preferred, 
that  I  know  of. 

Mem. — I  do  not  v/ish  Brother  Matlack  to  con- 
sider me  his  enem}^ — nor  suppose  me  influenced  by 
personal  hostility  to  him,  but  I  wish  him  to  inform 
us  concerning  this  matter. 

Mem. — I  would  enquire,  does  .Bro,  Matlack  at- 
tend his  class  ? 

Past. — He  is  generally  absent  from  the  city. 

Leader. — Bro.  Matlack  does  attend  his  class 
when  he  is  in  the  city. 

[I  then  resumed.] 

"The  brother  need  have  no  fear  of  my  consid- 
ering him  my  personal  enemy.  I  know  he  has  no 
reason  to  be  my  personal  enemy,  and  therefore 
cannot  imagine  him  such.  Yet  I  am  well  aware 
of  his  opposition  to  my  sentiments  on  abolition- 
ism, and  to  the  course  I  have  pursued  on  this 
question,  as  also  the  opposition  in  the  minds  of 
other  brethren  in  the  Conference.  To  the  charge 
of  acting  as  a  lecturer  and  agent  for  the  A.  S. 
Society,  I  plead  guilty,  and  therefore  deem  a  de- 
fence unnecessary.  I  have  lectured  on  the  exci- 
ting subject,  and  shall  feel  at  liberty,  at  any  con- 
venient season,  when  rc(|uested,  to  lecture  again. 
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I  suppose  that  answer's  the  brother's  question 
clearly." 

Mem. — I  would  ask  Brother  Matlack  if  it  is 
not  his  design,  if  his  license  is  renewed,  to  go 
to  New  England,  and  apply  for  admission  into 
the  Conference  there. 

[To  this  I  answered  :] 

"  The  renewal  of  my  license  is  not  necessarily 
connected  with  a  return  to  New  England.  I  have 
lately  been  to  Ne^  England,  as  a  delegate  from 
the  A.  S.  Society  here,  to  the  Lowell  Convention, 
Mass.,  where  I  became  acquainted  with  several 
members  of  the  New  England  Conferences,  who 
suggested  to  me  the  propriety  of  coming  there 
and  entering  the  ministry.  When  at  the  Utica 
Convention,  last  Spring,  a  plan  was  prepared  for 
execution  immediately,  which  would  have  presen- 
ted me  to  the  New  England  Conference,  on  the 
5th  of  June  last,  but  as  I  was  not  prepared  to 
leave  my  home  and  friends  at  that  time,  the 
request  was  renewed  at  my  late  visit  to  New  Eng- 
land. 

"  Previous  to  leaving  this  city  for  the  East,  a 
brother  acquainted  me  with  the  fact  that  a  report 
was  in  circulation  to  the  effect,  that  it  was  de- 
signed to  object  to  the  renewal  of  my  license  be- 
cause of  abolitionism.  With  this  impression  I 
went  to  Lowell,  and  when  requested  by  some  of 
the  brethren  to  come  there,  I  suggested  the  great 
propability  of  ceasing  to  be  a  Local  Preacher  at 
this  Quarterly  Conference,  and  consequently  would 
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he  prevented  from  coming,  though  I  might  desire 
it  :  whereupon  they  (the  preachers)  assured  me 
that  if  so,  stil!  they  v/ould  receive  me  gladly,  and 
license  verbally  until  the  session  of  a  Quarterly 
Conference,  when  doubtless  a  regular  license  Vv'ould 
be  realized  by  me.  From  this  you  may  be  assur- 
ed that  the  renewal  of  my  license  is  no  necessary 
part  of  my  future  plan  of  procedure,  as  the  way 
is  open  for  my  return  to  Kew  England  in  either 
case. 

''  I  have  never  designed  anything  respecting 
this  matter  beforehand,  but  have  attempted  to  fol- 
low Providence,  nor  made  an  opening  for  myself 
— but  ever  have,  and  do  now  stand  ready,  if  Prov- 
idence prepares  the  way,  to  go  North,  South,  Bast, 
or  West.  I  presume  I  have  answered  Bro.  Gil- 
der's question.'' 

Mem. — I  would  ask  Brother  Matlack,  in  case 
his  license  be  renewed,  if  he  designs  using  it  to 
further  the  cause  of  Abolitionism  ? 

[To  which  I  replied.] 

*'  I  do  not  know  how  it  is  possible  for  me  to 
make  such  a  use  of  my  license.  Perhaps  I  un- 
derstand the  brother  to  inquire,  will  I  use  the  in- 
fluence I  shall  possess,  in  consequence  of  sustain- 
ing the  office  of  Local  Preacher  ?  ■  I  would  reply, 
that  this  influence  is  in  my  case  totally  destroyed, 
(if  it  ever  existed,)  which  was  evident  to  me  in  a 
late  tour  through  the  country.  Wherever  1  came 
in  contact  with  the  Methodist  people,  their  minds 
were  previously  prejudiced  against  me,  by  unfoun- 
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(led  reports  of  alledged  immorality  at  the  late 
Annual  Conference,  the  members  of  which  it  was 
said,  out  of  kindness,  made  the  ehar<:^e  of  aboli- 
tionism the  ostensible  objection,  and  thus  rejected 
me — whose  kindness  I  had  abused  by  represent- 
ing their  rejection  of  me  as  a  consequence  menly 
of  my  abolition  sentiments,  and  thus  endeavoring 
to  secure  the  sympathies  of  that  class  of  the  com- 
munity styled  abolitionists.  Indeed  so  complete- 
ly was  my  influence  destroyed,  that  even  at  hous- 
es where  I  j^reached  last  winter,  (and  not  unac- 
ceptable in  the  general,  and  where  some  of  the 
people  requested  me  to  preach  again,  the  minister 
interposed  and  prevented  it. 

[Here  one  rose  to  say,  he  wished  Brother 
Matlack  would  be  more  brief  in  answering  his 
(juestion.J 

"  I  will  answer  it  now,  as  perhaps  I  may  have 
digressed  unnecessarily.  I  never  have  used  my 
license  to  further  the  cause  of  abolition,  but  I  have 
ever  felt  at  liberty  to  speak  in  behalf  of  that 
cause,  and  shall  continue  so  to  do,  whether  my 
license  is  or  is  not  renewed.  I  mean  to  say,  I  have 
used  the  functions  of  body  and  mind  which  God 
has  given  me,  and  I  shall  continue  to  use 
the  same  functions  in  advocacy  of  the  self  same 
cause, 

[Other  questions  were  asked  respecting  matters 
disconnected  with  abolition  entirely,  and  replied 
to  satisfactorily.] 

P.  E. — If  there  are    no   more  questions  to  be 


A    NARRATIVE.  25 

asked  of  Brother  Matlack,  will  he  tell  us  how 
he  is  getting  on  in  religion  ?  Are  yoa  as  zealous 
as  you  was  ?  Have  you  a  good  hope  through 
grace  ? 

[To  this  I  replied.] 

"  I  do  not  know  that  my  zeal  is  abated,  but 
am  as  desirous  of  doing  good  as  I  ever  was,  and 
believe  I  can  say  that  a  consciousness  of  the  ap- 
proving smile  of  God  is  present  with  me." 

One  incident  occurring  at  that  moment,  I  shall 
never  forget.     I  was  not  as  old  then  as  I  am  now 
by  seventeen  years.     In   the   presence  of  several 
wiser  and  more  reverend  heads,  I  felt  a  becoming 
modesty,  yet  without  fear.     But,  to  stand  in  the 
midst  of  a    Quarterly    Conference    composed   of 
leading  merchants    in   the    city  of  Philadelphia, 
and  several    ministers  of  repute,  with    every  eye 
fixed  on  me,  was  a  severe  tax   upon  my  power  of 
self  possession.     The   examination  lasted  nearly 
an  hour,  as  nothing  was  said  in  a  hurry.     Know- 
ing as  I  did,  that   there   was  not  more  than  one 
sympathizing  heart  in   the  Conference   room,  the 
occasion  was  not  one  of  peculiar  pleasure.     Yet 
I  felt  no  way  dissatisfied  with   my  position.     An 
honester  hour  I  have  never  lived  than  that  passed 
with  those  newly  fledged  inquisitors. 
'   My  last  reply  was  uttered  with  a  quivering  lip. 
It  testified  to  the  possession   of  all  I  had  then  to 
strengthen    me.     The    favor  of  the  Church  was 
forfeited.     I  knew  that   I  was    doomed  to  be  os- 
tracised by  my  bretheren.     Their  smile  was  now 
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withdrawn.  Their  friendship  was  lost.  But,  as 
I  uttered  the  words  above  cited,  "  a  consciousness 
of  the  approving  smile  of  God  is  present  with 
me."  Brother  Henry  J.  Pepper,  since  numbered 
with  the  spirits  of  the  just  made  perfect,  exclaim- 
ed in  a  deep  under  tone  of  pathos,  "Thank  the 
Lord."  I  found  tears  in  my  eyes  as  I  passed  out 
at  the  door,  to  await  the  decision  of  the  Confer- 
ence. I  stood  as  cast  iron  before  the  inquisition. 
But  a  heart  throb  overcame  my  fortitude  for  a 
moment. 

What  transpired  after  I  retired,  I  know  not, 
but  by  report.  They  proceeded  to  canvass  the 
question  of  my  license  being  renev/ed,  and  brought 
into  view — 

1st.  That  immediately  after  my  rejection  at  the 
Annual  Conference,  I  proceeded  to  Philadelphia, 
and  attended  an  Anti-Slavery  meeting  at  which 
0.  Scott  lectured,  at  which  meeting  I  took  a 
prominent  seat  on  the  platform. 

2d.  That  soon  after  Conference,  while  preach- 
ing at  West  Chester,  Pennsylvania,  I  travelled 
out  of  my  way  in  speaking  to  a  text  merely  to 
preach  abolition.  But  it  appeared  that  they 
would  have  pardoned  all  that  was  past,  and  taken 
me  into  covenant  favor,  if  any  assurance  of  my 
future  good  behavior  could  be  realized,  and  there- 
fore the  question  was  thrown  out — "  Is  Brother 
Matlack  at  present  a  lecturing  agent  ?" 

Brother  Pepper  answered  in  the  negative. 
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''Will  Brother  Matlack  becorao  a  lectnring 
agent  in  the  future  ?" 

All  seemed  to  agree  that  the  brother  had  set- 
tledthat  question  by  assuring  them  that  he 
should  feel  at  liberty  to  lecture  whenever  reques- 
ted. 

A  brother  wished  to  know  if  the  principle  was 
fixed  that  a  Local  Preacher  was  bound  to  re- 
frain from  every  professedly  benevolent  action, 
other  than  the  pctual  preaching  of  the  gospel. — 
A  brother  replied  that  he  could  not  vote  to  re- 
new the  license  of  a  local  Preacher  who  would 
run  after  abolitionism  or  any  other  ism. 

The  Presiding  Elder  and  Brother  Sorin  added 
some  additions  to  what  had  been  said,  after  which, 
the  question  was  presented,  **  shall  this  brother's 
license  be  renewed" — some  one  called  for  a  rising- 
vote . 

Brother  Pepper  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  vote  was  taken  and  Brothers  Pepper  and 
Williams  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  eight  voted 
in  the  negative,  eight  or  ten  not  voting — so  the 
ease  was  disposed  of. 

The  following,  from  the  venerable  Timothy 
Merritt,  will  confirm  the  remark  I  made  in  tlie 
Q.  C.  about  my  being  v/elcomed  to  New  Eng- 
land. It  was  dated  the  day  following  the  Quar- 
terly Conference  that  withheld  my  license.  Mr. 
Merrit  was  for  some  time  Editor  of  the  Christian 
Advocate    and    Journal — the    official  organ  of 
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tho  Methodist    >?pi,soonal    riinrr-h  at  Xinv  York 
city. 

"  New  Bedford,  Jan.  11,  1839. 

Rev,  L.  C.  Matlack — My  dear  Brother,  I  sup- 
pose you  have  beeu  informed  that  the  project  for 
a  "  Free  eougregation,"  in  this  town,  has  failed. 
But  if  you  are  at  leisure,  and  at  liberty  to  go 
where  you  pleas^e,  there  are  several  places  in  this' 
immediate  neighborhood,  where  you  could  labor 
to  advantage  till  the  next  Annual  Conference. — 
1  have  just  had  a  conversation  with  Bro.  Bonney, 
and  we  have  agreed  to  invite  you  to  come  on. — 
If  you  were  here  now,  there  is  no  doubt  the  Pre- 
siding Elder  would  employ  you  immediately,  as 
he  is  in  want  of  a  preacher  to  go  to  Edgartown, 
on  the  Vineyard.  But  if  this  place  should  be 
supplied,  tliere  is  one  or  two  other  places  where 
you  might  get  immediate  em.ployraent,  tbat  is, 
wlien  your  labors  are  wanted.  Should  your  li- 
cense not  have  been  renewed,  you  would  do  well 
to  take  a  certificate  of  membership,  and  get  your 
license  here, 

I  hope  you  are  in  good  health  and  spirits.  We 
must  not  expect  to  go  to  Heaven  "  on  flowery 
beds  of  ease."  If  you  are  called  to  suffer  perse- 
cution for  righteousness,  that  is  for  abolition  sake, 
"  rejoice  and  be  exceeding  glad,  for  great  is  your 
reward  in  Heaven."  In  hope  of  soon  seeing  you 
I  subscribe  myself  your  affectionate  brother  in 
the  bonds  of  the  Gospel.  T.  Merritt. 


cKapter  v. 


A  fruitlcEs  Appeal-Ihc  colored  Church  a  Sheltei'. 

After  being  refused  license  to  preach,  by 
the  Quarterly  Conference,  I  continued  to  preach, 
when  opportunity  offered,  and  believinn;  that  the 
action  of  the  Conference  was  unconstitutional,  I 
supposed  it  was  only  necessary  to  point  it  out  to 
secure  to  redress.  Accordingly,  I  prepared  the 
following  appeal  to  the  next  Quarterly  Confer- 
ence, held  April  23,  1839. 

To  the  President  and  Meihlers  of  the  Quarlerly 
meeting  Conferencz  for  Union  charge,  Fkiladel- 
"phta. 

Dear  Brethren — Permit  me  to  address  you  by 
letter  at  this  time,  and  respectly  request  a  re-con- 
sideration of  the  vote  taken  at  your  last  meeting, 
January  10th,  by  which  my  license  as  a  Local 
Preacher  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
was  withheld.  The  reasons  for  such  request,  with 
your  permission,  I  will  now  present: 
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1.  I  am  persuaded  that  it  was  not  ;pTojperly  the 
action  of  the  Quarterly  Conferenee,  as  but  a 
tninority  of  the  members  present  voted  against 
the  renewal  of  my  license,  (eight  if  I  mistake 
not)  and  I  do  not  believe  that  you  will,  on  reflec- 
tion, admit,  that  the  determination  of  the  Quar- 
terly Conference  was  made  known,  when  only  a 
minority  acted.  Such  is  not  the  usage  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ;  for  the  President 
of  this  Conference  will  remember,  that  Bishop 
Ileddiug  decided  in  the  Annual  Conference  of 
1836,  that  unless  a  majority  of  the  Conference 
united,  it  was  a  vote  in  no  case. 

2.  I3ut  had  the  vote  been  unanimous,  the  alleg- 
ed cause  of  A'ithholding  my  license  was  insuffi- 
cient, judging  of  the  matter,  according  to  the 
Discipline.  You  know  that  the  objections  made 
are  not  recognized  therein,  and  nothing  is  con- 
templated as  sufficient  cause  of  action,  except  con- 
duct criminal,  in  words,  tempers,  or  actions, 
which  would  exclude  a  person  from  the  kingdom  of 
Grace  and  Glory.  Yet  you  v/ill  recollect,  that 
when  the  President  asked  the  objector  if  he  bro't 
a  charge  against  me,  he  disavowed  such  intention, 
and  said  that  he  knew  nothing-  against  rny  moral 
character  ;  and  it  does  appear  to  me,  that  such 
action  in  the  absence  of  sufficient  cause  is  contra- 
ry to  the  ^flrit  and  letter  of  the  Discipline,  with- 
out parallel  in  the  annals  of  Methodism,  except- 
ing transactions  of  a  very  modern  date. 

The  objection  to  me  v/as  made  in  these  v\'ords  : 
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^'  He  lias  delivered  addresses  on  a  subject  that  is 
agitating  this  church,  other  churches,  and  the 
community  at  large."  It  was  not  alleged  that  I 
had  promulgated  untruths  !  or  that  /had  taught 
heresy  according  to  the  standards  of  the  Church  I 
And  surely  the  fad  of  lecturing  and  even  causing 
agitation  in  the  Church,  abstractly  considered, 
ought  not  to  be  sufficient  cause  for  withholding 
my  license,  if  the  subject  lectured  on,  and  the 
kind  of  agitation  produced,  be  not  in  themselves 
wrong  or  sinful. 

Yet  I  have  no  controversy  with  the  principle  of 
condemning  the  act,  without  reference  to  circum- 
stances, believing  it  correct.  Nor  would  I  have 
appealed  at  this  time  to  your  deliberate  judgment, 
if  the  act  had  been  declared  sinful  either  by  the 
laws  of  God,  or  of  the  Chuch,  but  this  was  not 
assumed.  Some  reference  was  made  to  the  advice 
of  the  General  Conference,  "  wholly  to  refrain,'^ 
but  that  allows  of  action  in  favor  of  abolition,  if 
it  be  done  in  a  Christian  manner,  and  that  I  have 
acted  in  a  Christian  manner  is  undisputed,  so  long 
as  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Conference  to 
convict  me  of  any  improper  words,  tempers  or 
actions,  which  has  not  been  attempted. 

There  being  then  no  charge  made  against  my 
moral  character,  and  no  alleged  want  of  other 
necessary  qualifications  for  the  office  of  a  Lo 
cal  Preacher,  may  I  not  respectfully  claim  from 
you,  as  a  matter  of  right,   based    upon  the  dis- 
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cipline,  a  renewal    of  my  license   to  Treach   the 
Gospel. 

3.  But  dear  brethren,  there  are  other  reasons 
why  I  press  this  matter  ;  the  Quarterly  Meeting 
Conference,  to  which  I  now  appeal,  and  of  which 
I  was  lately  a  member,  represents  the  interests  of 
the  Church  that  embraced  me  in  her  arms  when 
I  was  yet  a  child  ;  and  has  reared  me,  as  I  be- 
lieve, in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord, 
until  the  present  hour.  Two  years  since,  she 
recognized  my  authority  from  God  to  preach 
the  gospel  to  the  poor,  deliverence  to  the  captive, 
and  the  opening  of  the  prison  doors  to  them  that 
are  bound,  by  giving  me  a  license  so  to  do. 

In  discharging  the  duties  thus  assigned  me,  I 
have  felt  a  pleasurable  consciousness  of  God's 
approving  smile,  and  have  not  doubted  for  a  mo- 
ment but  that  this  was  what  the  Lord  would  have 
me  do,  And  I  am  this  hour  conscience-bound, 
and  Feel  that  "  wo  is  me,  if  I  preach  not  the  Gos- 
pel "  Nor  am  I  unwilling  to  acknov/ledge,  that 
frequently,  even  subsequent  to  your  last  meeting, 
I  have  lieard  from  various  places  and  responded- 
to  the  call,  "come  over  and  help  us."  And  fur- 
ther, I  may  say,  that  God  has  not  withheld  the 
unction  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  but  assisted  me  to 
preach  his  word  with  freedom  and  effect.  '  And 
now,  I  ask,  will  your  body  persist  in  withholding 
a  recognition  of  that  higher  authoritv,  which  has 
not  been  disputed  by  them  ?  I  trust  that  you 
will  not  ;  but    if  so,  then    not  on  me,  the  Lord 
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being  my  helper,  not  on  me  shall  this  responsibili- 
ty be  laid  in  vain,  for,  knowing  that  every  man 
must  give  an  account  of  himself  to  God,  I  shall 
endeavor  to  act  with  a  wise  reference  to  that 
dread  hour,  when  it  shall  be  required  of  me  to 
give  an  account  of  my  stewardship.  1  have 
now  done.  My  mind  is  at  ease,  having  perform- 
ed as  I  believe  a  solemn  duty.  Nor  am  I  anxious 
for  the  issue,  believing  that  duty  is  mine,  but  that 
results  belong  to  God. 

Yours  in  Gospel  fellowship, 

Lucius  C.  Matlack. 

April  2Sd,  1839. 

This  appeal  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Presiding  Elder,  and  read  to  the  Quarterly  Con^ 
Terence,  but  no  mention  of  it  was  allowed  in  the 
minutes.  The  Presiding  Elder,  Solomon  Higgins, 
decided  that  this  Session  of  the  Conference  could 
not  reconsider  the  doings  of  a  previous  session » 
Thus  it  ended. 

At  this  period  I  had  become  acquainted  with 
a  large  number  of  colored  people,  who  were  at- 
tached to  me,  because  of  my  course  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery.  In  Philadelphia,  there  were 
even  then,  numerous  houses  of  worship,  occupied 
by  them  exclusively.  Their  pulpits  i  often  sup- 
plied. Indeed  scarcely  a  Sabbath  passed  away, 
that  I  did  not  preach  once  or  twice  among  this 
despised  and  oppressed  people.  It  was  a  great 
plea  sure  to  me  to  be  thus  employed.  Kever  ii 
mj  religious  experieneeY  have  I  enjoyed  riche? 
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seasons  of  divine  communion,  nor  realized  the 
high  privilege  of  being  a  religious  teacher  more 
fullj,  than  during  that  season,  when  without  any 
human  license  to  preach,  I  yet  preached  as  I  had 
learned  it,  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ. 

My  first  appearances  among  them  were  unno- 
ticed by  the  people.  Many  a  season  of  spiritual 
delight  have  I  enjoyed  with  them  before  brought 
to  the  point  of  proscription  for  their  sakes.  Af- 
ter that,  the  absolute  want  of  christian  commu- 
nion with  white  folks  led  me  oftener  to  their  altars. 
For  although  many  months  prior  to  my  rejection 
by  the  Conference  in  1837,  and,  during  the  follov/- 
ing  year,  before  my  license  was  withheld,  I  had 
been  the  frequent  guest  of  many  leading  Metho- 
dist families,  a  sudden  universal  change  was  man- 
ifest. The  ban  of  the  clergymen  was  on  me. 
The  stigma  of  reproach  for  the  truth  was  affixed 
to  my  name.  Not  only  vv^as  I  not  asked  to  preach 
while  my  license  remained,  but  the  privilege  of 
prayer  in  the  social  meeting  was  denied  me,  by 
the  pastor  of  my  ovvn  church.  Before  this  ban  was 
pronounced,  I  was  called  on  whenever  present  to 
unite  in  prayer  publicly.  Afterward  never. 
And  week  after  week,  I  sat,  without  murmuring 
or  repining  under  the  reproach  inflicted,  commu- 
ning with  my  own  heart  in  the  midst  of  a  crowd 
of  recent  triends. 

But  I  was  not  without  a  good  testimony  that 
my  ways  pleased  God.  And  when  I  could  sit 
down  with  the  oppressed  among  God's  poor,  or 
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rise  up  to  speak  freelj  of  the  good  word  of  lifo 
and  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come,  it  was  a 
feast  of  fat  thiugsto  me. 

One  Sabbath  morning  I  sat  in  Bethel  church, 
surrounded  by  hundreds  of  the  colored  race,  lis- 
tening to  the  simple  recital  of  their  joys  and  sor- 
rows. Deeply  moved  I  rose  to  speak.  My  words 
seemed  winged  with  lightning  in  their  minds. 
The  telegraph  of  human  sympathy  flashed  its 
coramauications  to  dVery  heart.  I  spoke  very 
calmly.  But  I  was  affected,  sincerely,  deeply. 
The  position  of  the  colored  race  in  this  land  of 
tyranny,  has  ever  appealed  to  the  susceptibilities 
of  my  impulsive  nature,  and  stirred  the  depths  of 
my  soul.  Then  I  was  unusually  so  a&cted.  The 
season  will  never  be  forgotten.  In  their  simplic- 
ity they  talked  of  my  words  as  if  an  angel  had 
spoken  them. 

An  old  man  among  them,  a  patriarch  in  their 
midst,  rose  with  trembling — "  Children,"  said  he, 
"  the  words  of  the  young  white  man  are  good — it 
was  the  truth,  children.  Didn't  you  see  how  the 
waters  were  troubled  when  he  spoke.  It  was  the 
coming  of  the  angel."  Amid  the  most  enthusi- 
astic, impulsive  outcries,  coming  up  from  all 
parts  of  the  house,  followed  by  one  of  those  spon- 
taneous outbursts  of  rapturous  song,  the  African 
race  alone  can  achieve,  the  old  man  sat  down. 
Heaven  will  not  thrill  with  more  delightiul  music 
than  floated  to  the  throne  from  that  group  of 
worshippers. 
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Thns  introduced,  I  became  knwn  as  "  the 
preacher."  What  cared  they  for  the  withhold- 
ing of  mj  license  by  the  Union  Quarterly  Confer- 
ence Little  indeed, — less  perhaps  than  I  did  ; 
and  I  never  thought  of  it  when  preaching  for  them 
hoar  after  hour.  They  were  my  brethren.  The 
same  love  thrilled  our  hearts.  The  same  songs 
trembled  on  our  lips.  The  same'  heaven  Vr-as 
talked  of  as  our  home.  And  it  was  very  near  iu 
those  days.  I  have  professed  to  be  traveling  to- 
wards heaven,  for  more  than  sixteen  years  since 
then,  but  somehow,  it  is  farther  off  now  in  my 
apprehension  thon  it  was  then. 

It  was  a  gracious  providence  that  opened  up 
that  door  for  me  to  run  into  and  bo  safe.  They 
kept  my  faith  from  wavering.  The  white  man's 
place  of  prayer  was  in  a  measure  barred  to  me. 
I  ceased  to  love  the  gathering-place  of  the  proud 
prfjucUced  churchmen.  Arjd  in  the  circumstances 
surrounding  me  I  might  have  been  led  astray  to 
indulge  in  sourness  of  spirit,  to  murmur  against 
God,  and  die  in  the  wilderness.  But  it  was  not 
so.  Nursed  among  this  untutored  and  yet  devo- 
tional people,  I  was  sheltered  'till  the  storm  was 
past,  and  became  prayer-strengthened  for  the  tri- 
al of  after  years,  in  the  battle  of  life. 
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Preaching  without  license  a  great  crime. 

From  this  sketch  of  the  pleasant  aspects  of  my 
position.  I  torn  again  to  the  narrative  of  disa= 
greeable  facts.  I  was  called  on  one  day  at  the  An- 
ti-Slavery OfSce,  where  I  v/as  an  occasional  clerk, 
by  Rev.  Matthew  Sorin,  my  pastor.  In  a  private 
interview  the  following  conversation  ensued. 

Sorin. — They  tell  me  brother  Matlaek  that  you 
still  keep  on  preaching  I     Is  that  so  ? 

"  If  calling  sinners  to  repentance,  and  exhort- 
ing them  to  faith  in  Christ,  is  preaching,  I  sup- 
pose that  I  preach  frequently." 

Sorin. — Well,  you  know  that  this  is  not  right. 
The  church  have  withdrawn  all  authority  from 
you  of  that  character.  They  are  not  v/illing  to 
be  responsible  for  yoa  as  a  preacher. 

"  I  thought  that  each  pastor  of  a  church  v/as 
competent  to  appoint  even  a  layman,  for  the  tinae 
being,  to  liil  h?s  pulpit.  It  is  customary  in  the 
"Methodist  church  in  relation  to  candidates  for  li- 
cense. And  I  have  been  invited  in  every  case  by 
a  pastor,  when  I  have  filled  a  pn-fpit. 
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Sorin.— Well  Br.  Matlack,  do  you  call  and  ses 
me,  and  we  will  talk   the  matter  all  over  freely. 
I  advise  you  to  quit  preaching, 
■     The  next  day  the  conversation  was  resumed. 

Sorin. — I  wish  you  would  not  violate  the  law 
of  the  church.     It  will  only  make  trouble. 

''  I  GO  not  knov^^  what  law  of  the  church  I  have 
violated.     Will  you  point  it  out  to  me." 

Sorin. — There  is  no  positive  law,  forbidding 
your  preaching.     But  there  is  an  implied  law. 

"  V/hat  is  that  V  I  inquired." 

Sorin. — The  action  of  the  Quarterly  Confer- 
ence in  your  case.  They  decided  that  you  should 
not  preach. 

"  I  did  not  so  understand  it  ?  The  Quarterly 
conference,  by  refusing  to  license  me,  declared 
that  I  should  not  be  a  Local  Preacher  in  the 
M.  E.  Church.  I  am  not  therefore,  nor  have  I 
claimed  to  be." 

Sorin. — Well,  well,  take  my  advice,  and  just 
stop  it.  Hereafter  you  can  come  forward  again, 
and  be  licensed  in  a  regular  v/ay. 

"  Xever  again  shall  I  ask  for  license  from  that 
Quarterly  Conference.  I  know  too  well  their 
terms." 

SoriQ. — Well  if  you  persist  in  your  course,  I 
must  bring  you  before  a  committee,  and  have  you 
expelled  from  the  church  for  insuberdinatiou. 

"  Very  well,  Br.  Sorin,  do  as  you  judge  best, 
I  am  consience-bound  in  this  matter." 
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Sorin.— I  know,  (said  he  with  a  sneer,)  that 
some  of  us  think  we  must  preach. 

Poor  man.  A  secular  spirit  then  possessed 
him.  His  call  to  that  service  was  nearly  ran  out. 
A  little  while  afterward  found  him  immersed  in 
and  overwhelmingly  embarassed  by  wordly  affairs. 
On  parting  with  him  I  said,  "  After  filling  an  ap- 
pointment next  Sabbath,  I  will  give  you  a  final 
answer  on  this  matter." 

The  following  Sabbath,  I  addressed  the  people 
in  the  Union,  African  M.  E.  Church.  Not  how 
ever  with  my  usual  freedom.  Although  I  had- 
withstood  firmly  the  presence  of  my  pastoral  op- 
ponent, the  interview  w&s  not  without  some  un- 
pleasant effects  on  my  mind.  I  was  not  sufficient- 
ly maltreated  to  be  wholly  weaned  froin  the  church, 
And  therefore,  to  leave  it  was  a  painful  alterna- 
tive. But  to  be  expelled  from  it.  was  more  than 
I  could  bear  without  emotion. 

With  serious  questionings  as  to  my  duty  to  con 
tinue  my  strife  with  the  church,  and  wiih  some 
suggestions  too,  of  the  advantage  to  be  gained 
by  submission,  I  went  to  this,  perhaps,  last  ap- 
pointment to  preach.  As  I  looked  out  upon  the 
teachable  people  who  swallowed  every  word  of 
my  exhortations,  nothing  doubting,  I  thought,— 
who  will  care  for  these  poor  sheep  in  the  wilder- 
ness?— How  will  I  appear  before  God,  if  the 
opening  He  has  made  for  me  to  do  good  in  this 
sphere,  be  disregarded  and  neglected  by  me, 
Gonflicting  emotions  disturbed  my  pe«ce .     I  es- 
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sayed  to  speak,  but  after  a  few  words,  overcome 
with  weeping,  I  sat  down.  It  was  a  dark  and 
trying  ho«r.  Twice  were  my  efforts  abortive . 
Around  me  the  sympathizing,  weeping  audience, 
breathed  audibly  their  earnest  prayers  that  God 
would  bless  "the  preacher." 

There  sat  beside  me  a  dark-skinned  man;  He 
was  a  porter  and  a  preacher.  Rising  in  my  place 
he  spoke  thus  to  me  and  the  people. 

"  My  brother  we  know  your  heart.  We  is 
your  friends.  The  white  people  is  your  enemies. 
They  hate  you  because  you  take  sides  with  the 
poor.  But  my  dear  brother  don't  you  give  up — 
don't  you  get  out  o'heart.  Remember  you  have 
God  on  your  side,  and  the  prayers  of  all  God's 
poor ." 

Then,  an  angel  ministered  unto  me .  His  words 
were  as  lightning  from  heaven.  My  course  was 
decided.  From  that  hour  I  have  never  faltered 
in  a  changeless  purpose  of  identity  with,  and  de- 
votion to  the  cause  of  the  oppressed.  The  ut 
most  I  can  do,  is  the  measure  of  my  choice. 

And  to-day,  and  hereafter,  while  I  hold  fast  my 
integrity,  this  shall  be  the  purpose  of  my  entire  life. 
Years  ago,  the  direct  proffer  of  distinction  and 
emolument  was  declined,  and  a  lower  pathway 
chosen. 
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A  way  of  escape  provided. 

It  can  easily  be  imagined  by  the  reader,  what 
my  feelings  were  at  this  time.  I  had  been  train- 
ed up  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  from 
my  infancy.  In  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  I  had 
been  connected  with  the  Sabbath  School  and 
Union  Church,  since  my  tenth  year.  From  the 
age  of  15  to  18,  I  was  engaged  as  a  teacher  in 
the  same  school.  For  two  years  from  that  period 
I  was  the  Superintendent  of  the  Second  Division 
of  said  School.  After  this,  I  was  licensed  to  ex- 
hort, and  employed  my  time  for  one  year  on  Sab- 
bath's holding  meetings  in  the  suburbs  of  the 
city,  among  the  poor,  in  company  with  others,  who 
were  associated  together  as  a  Home  Missionary 
Society.  Led  on  by  the  indications  of  Provi- 
dence— urged  from  a  sense  of  duty — and  encour- 
aged by  the  counsel  and  advice  of  my  friends,  I 
looked  forward  to  an  entire  consecration  of  my 
powers  to  the  work  of  the  Christian  Ministry,  as 
the  great  purpose  of  my  being.  Many  friends 
had   gathered    round    me.     Leading  men  in  the 
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Ministry  had  proffered  their  friendship,  and  a 
bright  path  spread  itself  before  me.  But  all  was 
changed.  The  Conference  refused  to  receive  me 
— the  Quarterly  Meetiug  withheld  my  license — 
and  my  pastor  threatened  my  expulsion  from  the 
Church.  For  these  reasons,  I  now  began  serious- 
ly to  contemplate  a  voluntary  exile  from  home, 
and  friends,  to  seek  a  shelter  in  New  England. — 
But  I  was  not  sure  of  an  opening  there  at  present. 
Having  seen  the  Rev.  Timothy  Merritt,  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  knowing  that  he  was  now  in  New 
York  city,  I  addressed  a  letter  of  inquiry  to  him, 
respecting  the  probability  of  being  received,  li- 
censed and  employed,  to  which  he  sent  the  follow- 
ing reply  : 

New  York,  May  28,  1839, 
Dear  Brother  Matlack — Your  letter  came  safe- 
ly and  in  due  time,  but  I  did  not  hasten  to  an- 
swer, because  I  wished  to  see  the  end  of  the  New 
York  Conference  first.  The  Conference  closed 
its  session  on  Saturday  last.  Not  much  was  done 
out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  business.  Abolition 
was  several  times  before  the  Conference  ;  but  that 
body  seemed  desirous  to  get  rid  of  it,  as  soon  and 
as  easily  as  possible,  when  connected  with  the  old 
men  ;  but  their  whole  course  was  adapted  to  im- 
press the  young  men  that  they  are  not  to  touch, 
taste  or  handle  it.  Two  preachers  withdrew  from 
the  connexion  after  the  last  Conference,  namely 
C.  W.  Turner,  and  David  Plumb.  The  former 
was  allowed  to  "withdraw,"  a  year  after  he  had 
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actually  withdrawn,  and  the  latter  they  "  suspen- 
ded," I  believe,  for  three  months. 

Kow  as  to  your  own  case.  My  opinion  is  that 
you  bad  better  be  still  till  after  the  N.  E.  Confer- 
ence ;  und  then,  should  there  be  vacancies  to  be 
filled  by  the  Presiding  Elders,  which  is  most  prob- 
able, you  can  come  on  as  soon  as  convenient,  and 
take  steps  to  renew  your  license.  I  will  write  to 
you  again  immediately  after  the  N.  B.  Conference. 
I  wish  you  had  come  on  in  season  to  get  your  li- 
cense before  the  Conference  will  set,  but  that  is 
nov7  too  late,  and  the  only  course  will  be  for  you 
to  take  a  certiiicate  of  your  membership,  and  then 
join  the  church  in  N.  E.  The  way  will  then  be 
open  to  obtain  license.  If  the  Bishop  gets  infor- 
mation of  this  he  will  defeat  it  if  possible.  If  no 
other  way  offers,  he  v/ill,  perhaps,  take  all  the 
Presiding  Elders  from  the  anti-abolition  ranks, 
and  thus  block  up  your  way,  if  possible,  in  the 
Quarterly  Conference.  There  is  now  but  one  ab- 
olition Presiding  Elder  in  the  Conference.  Every 
thing  will  now  depend  on  your  getting  your  li- 
cense, I  will  watch  the  movement  of  matters, 
and  do  all  that  I  can  for  you.  Should  your 
way  be  hedged  up  in  one  direction,  it  will  be  open 
in  another. 

Ever  yours, 

T.  Merritt." 
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Before  receiving  this  reply  to  my  letter  the  fol- 
lowing from  Orange  Scott  addressed  to  a  friend, 
was  placed  in  my  hand,  the  next  day  after  I  had 
written  to  Timothy  Merritt.  The  reader  can  im- 
agine my  pleasure  on  reading  it  : 

''Lowell,  May  15,  1839. 

Dear  Brother  Pepper. — The  Methodist  Society 
in  this  place  v/mi  to  engage  brother  Matlack's 
services  as  a  preacher  for  five  or  six  months.  Our 
house  on  Chapel  Hill  is  more  than  full,  and  we 
have  set  up  another  meeting  in  a  hall.  We  are 
building  a  large  church  v/hich  will  be  done  in  No- 
vember. Till  that  time  we  w^ant  two  preachers. 
The  society  are  wishing  and  expecting  me  to  be 
stationed  here  the  year  ensuing — and  they  want, 
and  I  want  Bro.  Matlack  to  assist  me  till  the  new 
house  is  done.  I  presume  he  will  be  wanted  in 
the  vicinity  through  the  year  ;  and  perhaps  in 
the  Conference  as  long  as  he  lives,  if  he  wishes  to 
stay.  If  he  can  come  we  will  give  him  at  least 
his  discipline  allowance.  I  write  by  direction  of 
the  Quarterly  Conference,  and  the  request  of  the 
Presiding  Elder.  If  he  has  no  license  to  preach 
we  wiU  make  a  preacher  of  him  very  quick,  if  he 
will  come  recommended  as  a  private  member.— 
We  want  him  the  first  of  June.  Any  time  in  the 
month  of  June  however  would  answer.  Please 
give  him  the  contents  of  this  letter,  and  ask  him 
to  reply  immediately. 

Afifectiouately  yours, 

0.  Scott." 
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I  replied  to  the  above,  declaring  my  readiness 
to  come  if  the  Church  renewed  their  request  for 
my  services,  in  view  of  my  present  circumstances, 
being  without  license  to  preach  and  recently  mar- 
ried.    To  this  I  received  the  following  answer  : 

"Lowell,  May  25. 
Dear  Brother  Matlack — The  contents  of  your 
letter  have  been  laid  before  the  Board,  and  it  was 
unanimously  resolved  that  the  call  he  repeated,  and 
a  Committee  was  also  appointed  to  procure  you  a 
boarding  place. 

They  want  you  by  the  second  Sabbath  in  June, 
if  you  can  come  so  soon  ;  and  they  will  probably 
want  you  till  November,  perhaps  longer — and  1 
have  no  doubt  you  will  be  wanted  in  the  vicinity 
through  the  year — and  then  we  shall  expect  you 
will  join  the  Conference. 

Affectionately  yours, 

O.  Scott." 

In  compliance  with  the  above  we  left  Philadel- 
phia on  Monday,  June  8d,  and  arrived  in  Lowell, 
the  5th.  We  were  kindly  received  and  conduct- 
ed to  our  boarding  place  by  Wm.  North,  Sen. — 
To  satisfy  any  one  who  might  question  the  truth 
of  my  being  rejected  for  anti-slavery  opinions,  I 
carried  with  me  the  following  letters.  The  first 
was  prompted  by  the  circulation  of  unfriendly  re- 
ports, allegin'g  iny  rejection  by  the  Philadelphia 
Annual  Conference  for  other  reasorig  than  mj  ab- 
olition B&Qtlments. 
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''Enterprise,  Sept.  19,  1838. 

"  Much  respected  Sir^It  may  seem  presump- 
tuous in  me  to  address  a  communication  to  yon, 
Tyitliout  previous  acquaintance,  but  the  circum- 
stances in  which  I  am  placed,  will,  I  trust,  be  suf- 
ficient excuse  for  my  forwardness.  It  is  not  nec- 
essary to  remind  you  of  my  case  in  the  P.  A.  Con- 
ference of  1838,  as  you  was  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  ascertain  my  views  of 
the  principles  embraced,  as  well  as  the  measures 
pursued  by  the  modern  abolitionists.  Subsequent 
to  that  interview,  and  I  have  supposed  in  conse- 
quence of  some  developments  made  at  the  time 
by  me,  respecting  modern  Abolitionism,  my  appli- 
cation for  admission  was  rejected.  Some  evil  dis- 
posed persons,  however,  have  more  than  insinua- 
ted that  something  worse  was  the  real  cause  of 
my  being  rejected,  that  being  the  ostensible  objec- 
tion merely. 

Presuming  that  you  are  acquainted  with  the 
real  cause  of  my  rejection,  and  being  desirous 
successlully  to  repel  such  insinuations,  I  have 
written  these  lines  to  request  that  you  would  in- 
form me,  if  any  thing  else  was  laid  to  my  charge, 
and  w^hat  ;  which  will  oblige  your  afflicted,  though 
unworthy  brother." 

To  Rev.   President  Durhiriy 

Diclcinson  College,  Fenn. 

To  this  I  received  the  following  prompt  and 
satifactory  reply  : 
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^  "  Dickinson  College,  Sept,  21,  '38. 
Sir — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  19th 
uist.  I  am  not  sure  that  I  v.^as  in  the  Conference 
when  jour  case  was  decided.  But  I  am  satisfied 
that  I  did  not  hear,  for  if  I  did,  I  do  not  remem- 
ber,) any  thing  urged  against  you,  except  your 
connection  with  abolitionism.  I  supposed  then, 
and  suppose  now,  that  this  was  the  cause  why  you 
was  not  received.  If  there  were  other  causes,  I 
do  not  recollect  then'i. 

Respectfully, 

J.    P.    DURBIN." 

Soon  after  the  Quarterly  Conference  at  which 
my  license  was  withheld,  Bro.  H.  J.  Pepper  ob- 
tained the  signatures  of  several  of  the  members 
of  the  Conference  to  a  declaration  that  the  only 
reason  alleged  was  my  abolitionism,  as  it  was  call- 
ed. He  solicited  the  names  of  Solomon  Higgins, 
Presiding  Elder,  and  Matthew  Sorin,  Pastor  of 
the  Church.  They  said  the  statement  was  true 
but  they  did  not  give  their  names,  lest  sorue  im- 
proper use  should  be  made  of  the  paper. 

Te.slimonial. 

The  undersigned  being  members  of  the  Qnar- 
terly  Meeting  ConfereJicc  of  Urion  Charge,  Fhil- 
adeij)iru>,  and  being  jinFent  at  the  Sf'S!>i<^n  of  paid 
Conference,  January  1,  1839,  when  the  license  of 
Brother  Lucius  C.  Matlack  as  a  local  preacher 
was  withheld,  deem  it  an  act  of  justice  to  him  t<? 
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state,  that  the  only  alleged  cause  for  whltliolSiag^ 
Irs  license,  was  his  having  delivered  public  lec- 
tures in  support  of  ''  Modern  Abolitionism,"  with 
Lis  avowed  intention  to  deliver  such  lectures  as 
occasion  might  oifer^  and  being  in  favor  of  getting 
up  Anti-Slavery  Societies  in  the  Church. 

Wm.  Williams,  A.  Ludington,  Local  Preach- 
ers :  Thomas  Taylor,  Henry  J.  Pepper,  Samuel 
Y.  Monroe,  Mitchell  Beunis,  and  Thos.  K.  Peter- 
son, Leaders. 

Philadelphia,  May  29,  1839. 

Brother  Monroe,  of  the  above  names,  is  now 
a  leading  member  of  the  Xew  Jersey  Conference. 
With  these  testimonials,  and  tiie  recorded  action 
of  the  Philadelphia  Conference  to  appeal  to,  I 
was  well  provided  with  means  to  close  the  moatha 
^t  gainsayers.. 
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Ministerial  experience  in  New-England, 

I  removed  to  New  England,  and  there  receiv- 
ed the  following  license  after  preaching  three 
months  : 

"  This  may  certify  that  our  brother  Lucius  C. 
Matlack,  by  a  vote  of  this  Quarterly  M.  Confer- 
ence, is  licensed  as  a  local  preacher  of  the  M.  B. 
Church. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Quarterly  M.  Confer- 
ence of  the  M4E.  C.  for  the  Lowell,  St.  Paul's 
Station. 

B.  Otheman,  P»  Elder. 

Lowell,  Sept.  10,  1839.'' 

"  This  certifies  that  the  license  of  Lucius  C 
Matiack,  as  a  local  preacher  in  the'M.  E.  Churchy 
is  hereby  renewed. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting 
Conference  of  the  Lowell  St.  Paul's  Church  Sta- 
tion, held  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  June,  A.  D. 
1840. 

B.  Otheman, 
P.  Elder  of  the  Providence  District." 
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At  the  same  time  I  was  recommended  lo  the 
New  England  Annual  Conference,  which  met  in 
Lowell  commencing  July  1,  1840. 

Between  Nov.  of  1839,  and  May  of  1840,  I 
was  employed  at  Haverhill,  Mass.,  which  is  with- 
in the  bounds  of  the  Nev/  Hampshire  Conference.  ' 
Having  some  inclination  to  join  that  Conference, 
I  obtained  a  recommendation  thereto,  which  is 
here  inserted. 

"  We  the  official  members  on  Haverhill  Mis- 
sion, having  been  acquainted  with  the  ministerial 
qualifications  and  usefulness  of  Bro.  Lucius  C. 
Matlack,  judge  him  to  be  a  suitable  person  to 
be  received  on  probation,  in  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Annual  Conference.  Done  at  a  Q.  M.  Con- 
ference holden  for  Haverhill  Mission,  March  1*1  th, 
A.  D.  1840. 

ScHUYLFR  Chamberlin,  P.  Elder. 

I  concluded  finally  to  join  the  New  Eng- 
land Conference,  and  was  admitted  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1840. 

It  was  not  without  some  embarrassment  even 
then,  that  I  was  admitted  to  the  ministry.  The 
experience  of  a'few  years  had  led  me  to  depend 
less  upon  the  example  of  others,  than  on  my  own 
convictions  of  right,  I  had  learned  from  the  Bi- 
ble that  "  Great  men  are  not  always  wise,  neither 
do  the  aged  understand  jadgment,"  (Job  xxxii.  9.) 
What  was  deemed  wrong  I  hesitated  not  to  con- 
demn at  any  risk.  Just  about  this  period,  June 
1840,  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  St.  Paul's  Sta- 
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tion,  Lowell,  Mass.,  took  into  consideration  the 
infamous  resolution  on  colored  testimony,  adopt- 
ed by  the  Methodist  General  Conference  at 
Baltimore,  1840,  but  which  was  rescinded  in  1844. 
It  reads  thus  : 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  and  unjusiijla' 
lie  for  any  of  our  preachers  to  admit  the  testi- 
mony of  colored  persons,  in  any  church  trial  where 
a  white  person  is  concerned,  in  those  States 
where  the  laws  make  such  testimony  illegal  in 
civil  actions." 

The  general  reprobation  of  the  North  was  pro- 
nounced distinctly  against  this  resolution.  At 
the  last  session  of  the  Quarterly,  previous  to  the 
Annual  Conference,  certain  resolutions  condemn- 
ing it  were  read. 

The  Presiding  Elder,  who  is  appointed  by  the 
Bishop,  and  in  no  way  responsible  to  the  body  over 
which  he  presides,  refused  to  put  them  to  vote, 
and  declared  the  Conference  adjourned,  and  then 
retired. 

The  authority  thus  exercised  was  conferred  by 
the  same  General  Conference,  and  v/as  condemn- 
ed also  in  the  resolutions  referred  to,  as  inconsis- 
tent with  the  rights  of  the  laity.  The  pastor  was 
called  to  the  chair  and  the  resolutions  adopted 
unanimously  by  more  than  thirty  persons. 

Such  was  the  excitement  against  the  Quarterly 
Conference,  that  the  Presiding  Bishop,  Joshua 
Soule,  called  a  meeting  of  that  body,  and  tried  to 
induce  them  to  revoke  or  explain  their  former 
vote.     But  it  was  in  vain.     With  others  I  stated 
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to  the  Bifhop  distinctly  my  unalterable  adheranco 
to  the  sentiments  advanced. 

The  consequeuce  was  a  fierce  struggle  on  the 
question  of  my  admission  to  the  New  England 
Conference.  In  the  opposition  not  a  few  took 
part.  It  seemed  an  auspicious  time  to  the  oppo- 
nents of  radical  abolitionism  in  that  body.  La 
Roy  Sunderland  had  been  tried  and  convicted  of 
an  offense  against  the  dignity  of  Bishop  Soule. — 
For  the  first  time  in  years,  the  abolitionists  fal- 
tered in  that  body.  Having  got  their  feet  on 
Sunderland,  the  victors  aimed  to  humble  all  inde- 
pendent youngsters. 

Presiding  Elder  Bartholomew  Otheman  sought 
a  private  interview.  Said  he,  "  Brother  Matlack 
do  you  not  approve  our  church  discipline  ?" 

"  I  do  not  in  every  respect,  yet  I  am  willing  to 
submit  to  it  as  the  present  law  of  the  church." 

"  But  you  must  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  it,  or 
you  cannot  be  received  among  us,"  said  he. 

"  That  I  cannot  do  for  its  provisions  respecting 
the  power  of  Bishops  and  presiding  elders,  are,  in 
my  judgment  improper,  und  if  I  should  ever  have 
anyinfllience  in  the  chuich,  I  shall  seek  to  have 
a  change  efi'ected." 

'*  Very  well.  The  question  is  settled,"  said 
he.  "  It  may  do  for  other  denominations  to  ad- 
mit young  men  into  their  ministry  on  such  terms, 
but  it  will  not  do  for  the  Methodist  Church." 

"I  should  be  glad  to  be  admitted  among  you, 
but  I  cannot  become   dishonest  and  deny  or  sup- 
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m 
press  my  convictions.     If  I  can  be  admitted  with 
my  views  and   feelings,   it  is  v/ell.     If  not  I  am 
content,     I  have  been  rojected  before  and  am  al 
most  used  to  it." 

During  the  discussion  of  the  case  in  open  Con- 
ference, several  prominent  men  took  part  against 
me. 

Dr.  Nathan  Bangs  admonished  the  Confer- 
ence of  the  impropriety  of  admitting  such  a  young 
man. 

The  notorious  C.  A.  Davis,  then  figuring  large- 
ly in  the  New  York  .Conference,  since  a  l3elliger- 
ent  under  clerk  of  the  war  department  at  Wash- 
ington, put  in  a  few  words. 

Dr.  C.  K.  True,  or  Middletown  University,  ex- 
pressed great  regret  at  having  this  brother  under 
influences  so  obnoxious  to  the  interests  of  the 
church.  Personally  he  v/as  attached  to  the  broth- 
er but  under  the  circumstaBces  could  not  vote  for 
him. 

Father  Taylor  too,  in  his  peculiar  mode  resisted 
my  adirission. 

Others  urged  it  and  were  successful. 

The  vote  stood  65  to  23. 

My  first  appointment  was  to  Holliston,  Mass. 
Daring  the  year  scores  were  added  to  the  society. 
At  the  following  Conference  I  was  ordained  dea- 
con by  Bishop  Hedding. 

During  the  discussion  of  the  qualifications  of 
the  candidates,  my  presiding  elder  represented 
me  as  entirely  cured  of  my  radicalism,   and  very 
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effective  In  curing  others.  So  earnest  and  em- 
phatic was  he,  that  "  Fideliter"  of  the  Northern 
Advocate,  a  red  hot  radical  all  over  in  those 
days,  took  no  little  pleasure  in  ridiculing  my  po- 
sition, and  dubbing  me  the  young  Radico  Doc- 
tor. Being  an  acknowledged  rival  of  Fideliters' 
in  reputation  as  a  radical,  and,  aiming  to  be  hon- 
est in  the  sight  of  all  men,  I  sought  out  my 
Presiding  Elder  and  assured  him  of  his  mistake. 
"  I  am"  said  I,  "  a  radical,  and  if  you  live  long 
enough  you  will  be  assured  of  it  fully." 

The  next  year  Conference  met  in  Springfield, 
Mass.  Daring  this  year  (1842)  the  subject  of 
Christ's  Second  advent  was  much  discussed. — 
Some  of  our  preachers  without  much  investigation 
became  deeply  imbued  with  the  theory  of  Mr. 
Miller.  Others,  with  even  less  study  of  the  theo- 
ry, opposed  every  thing  that  v/as  said  about  the 
Advent  near,  and  sought  to  stigmatize  those  who 
thought  differently  as  Millerites.  Some  of  these 
I  had  reviewed  in  the  Herald,  showing  the  fallacy 
of  their  arguments  against  the  Advent  theory,  and 
yet  dissenting  from  that.  Here  arose  another 
struggle,  though  slight. 

To  be  a  Millerite  was  equal  in  stigma  to 
any  bad  thing  that  had  been  affixed  to  common 
names.  I  was  called  a  Millerite.  When  Bishop 
Waugh  called  the  names  of  the  candidates  for 
admission  to  full  membership,  it  was  a  stereotyp- 
ed question — Is  he   a  Millerite  ?     Several   oamea 
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preceded  mine  on  the  list.  When  that  was  call- 
ed, the  following  colloquy  ensued  : 

David  Kilburn — "  I  would  ask  Br.  Matlack  if 
he  is  a  Millerite  ?" 

Matlack — "  I  would  ask  Br.  Kilburn  to  tell 
me  what  a  Millerite  is.  I  can  then  tell  him  if  I 
am  one." 

The  dear  old  man  looked  at  me  in  silence,  and 
I  looked  at  him.  After  an  embarrassing  pause, 
he  sat  down.     Another  spoke. 

James  Porter — **  I  would  ask  Brother  Mat- 
lack  if  he  does  not  agree  with  Miller's  views  ?" 

Matlack — "  I  believe  a  great  many  things  Mr. 
Miller  does." 

Another  awkward  pause  ensued.  Then  Phin- 
eas  Crandall  said,  "  I  would  ask  Bro.  Matlack  if 
he  does  not  disagree  with  Mr.  Miller  r" 

Matlack — "  I  have  reached  different  conclusions 
on  the  subject  of  prophecy,  from  some  of  those 
advocated  by  Mr.  Miller." 

Bishop  Waugh  said,  "  Brother  Matlack  can 
retire." 

I  was  without  opposition  admitted  to  full  mem- 
bership in  the  Conference,  and  stationed  in  the 
city  of  Boston. 

At  this  Conference,  a  simple  declaration  of  the 
sinfulness  of  all  slaveholdiug,  was  offered  by  Rev. 
Wm.  Smith. 

Bishop  Waugh  refused  to  put  it  to  vote.  The 
reasons  he  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  give,  as 
they  had  been  so  often  stated.    The  reason  was 
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that  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  allowed 
slaveholders  in  her  membership,  deeming  them  pe- 
culiar and  exceptionable  cases,  and  therefore  not 
wrong.  Another  reason  was  that  he  had,  as 
Bishop,  power  to  determine  what  we  should,  and 
what  we  should  not  do  as  a  Conference,  on 
this  subject.  He  was  judge  of  law  as  well  as 
order. 

His  decision  v/as  supposed  to  seal  up  the  only 
avenue  to  action  against  slavery  by  the  Annual 
Conference;  and  to  submit  peaceably  or  rebel  out- 
right, was  the  only  alternative.  But  I  will  not 
anticipate. 

In  1842,  as  before  mentioned,  I  was  appointed 
to  the  pastoral  charge  of  a  church  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  My  labors  were  begun  in  that  city  by  a 
public  avowal  in  my  pulpit,  that  the  anti-slavery 
cause  should  occupy  an  equal  share  of  my  atten- 
tion, with  all  other  benevolent  objects. 

It  was  the  year  that  George  Latimer,  a  Virgin- 
ian of  one  of  the  first  families,  was  claimed  as  a 
slave,  and  imprisoned  in  Leverett  street  jail,  Bos- 
ton. Notices  were  sent  to  the  churches  request- 
ing prayers  and  collections  on  his  behalf.  I  read 
that  notice,  and  took  up  a  collection. 

lu  some  remarks,  at  the  time,  I  said  I  had  no 
confidence  in  the  christian  character  of  any  man, 
who  did  not  feel  for  those  in  bonds  as  bound  with 
them. 

At  the  close  of  the  service,  a  Dr.  S.  one  of  my 
"  official  board"  came  up  to  the  desk.    "  See  here 
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Br.  Matlack,^  said  he,  "  I  am    not  willing  to  be 

denounced    from   tbis    pulpit,  and" "  Hold 

Doctor,"  I  responded,  "  let  me  have  a  word,  It 
may  save  a  long  speech.  I  am  not  willing  that 
you  or  any  other  man,  or  any  set  of  men  shall 
gag  me  on  that  subject  Speak  on."  "Well, 
well"  said  he  smiling,  "  let  it  pass."  That  man 
was  ever  after  an  abiding  friend. 


CHAPTER  IX. 
Beasons  for  seceding  &om  the  M.  E.  Church. 

While  I  was  resident  in  Boston,  the  movement 
which  originated  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Con- 
nexion, was  commenced  by  the  withdrawal  of 
Orange  Scott,  Jotham  Horton  and  La  Roy  Sun- 
derland. The  pro-slavery  character  of  the  church 
— the  listlessness  then  prevalent  among  abolition- 
ists— the  duty  of  refusing  christian  fellowship 
to  slaveholders,  and  the  anti-slavery  influence  of 
secession,  were  argued  in  justification  of  their 
course. 

I  had  not  been  in  correspondence  with  Orange 
Scott  since  the  session  of  the  Conference  at  Spring- 
field. He  had  never  intimated  to  me  any  thing 
of  a  purpose  to  secede.  Nor  had  I  conferred 
with  any  others  on  this  subject.  It  was  a  new 
thing. 

I  had  read  the  "  withdrawal,"  a  document  of 
singular  ability,  setting  forth  the  grounds  of  se= 
cession.    With  others  I  was  puzzled  to  know  how 
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to  justify  my  position  in  the  Methodist  E.  Church, 
And  the  argument  for  secession  was  more  than  I 
could  auswer. 

It  was  not  long  before  Orange  Scott  was  in  the 
city.  I  called  on  him  as  a  friend  to  fill  my  pul- 
pit. He  preached  an  excellent  sermon  from  the 
text,  "  0  Lord  I  will  praise  thee,  for  though  thou 
wast  angry  with  me,  thine  anger  is  turued  away 
and  lo  thou  comforteth  me." 

This  act  was  deemed  very  censurable  by  my 
colleagues  in  tl'C  ministry.  They  condemned  it. 
I  justified  it.  And  moreover  I  found  myself  in 
actual  sympathy  with  the  avowed  object  of  the 
*'  new  movement,"  as  it  was  called. 

Surrounded  as  I  was  by  a  host  of  friends,  with 
a  present  competent  support,  and  every  prospect 
of  future  advancement,  there  was  no  inducements 
of  personal  interest  to  sway  my  mind  in  their  fa- 
vor. The  iufluence  of  this  movement  on  my 
course,  will  be  seen  by  the  following  communi- 
cation, which  was  published  in  "  The  True  Wes- 
leyan,"  the  organ  of  the  INew  Connexion,  Janu- 
ary, 1842. 

"To  withdraw  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Chuuch,  is  in  the  opinion  of  many,  a  crime  of  no 
ordinary  magnitude.  With  such  the  follovfing 
announcement  will  be  considered  as  conclusive  ev- 
idence of  a  bad  heart.  But  it  is  the  result  of  se- 
rious and  prayerful  deliberation-  It  is  prompted  by 
the  dictates  of  my  best  judgment,  and  could  not 
be  avoided  by  me,  without   offending  against  the 
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clearest  light  respecting  my  dnty  to  God  and  my 
fellow  men. 

An  earnest  desire  and  a  fixed  purpose  to  oppose 
slavery,  has  long  been  rooted  and  grounded  in  my 
very  nature.  Realizing  the  embarrassments  which 
our  economy  threw  in  the  way  of  efficient  action, 
I  sincerely  desired  some  modification  thereof. — 
But  the  history  of  the  Church  assured  me,  that  no 
change  could  possibly  be  effecled  in  her  economy 
that  would  materially  aid  in  the  more  rapid  ad- 
vancement of  the  anti-slavery  cause.  Hence  the 
conclusion  was  forced  upon  me,  that  the  best  I 
could  do,  was  to  use  those  "  means  con&istent  with 
our  ecclesiastical  institutions  to  remove  slavery 
from  the  church,"  and  be  content. 

Thus  had  I  purposed,  nnd  thus  was  I  engaged, 
when  the  announcement  wos  made,  that  certain 
brethren  had  withdrawn  from  the  Church,  with 
the  design  of  forming  an  anti-slavery  TVesleyan 
Methodist  Church.  I  was  surprised,  alarmed,  and 
dissatisfied  : — yet  the  more  thought  I  bestowed 
upon  it,  the  less  obnoxious  it  appeared,  until  final- 
ly my  judgment  appiovcd,  and  a  verdict  full  in 
its  favor  was  pronounced,  without  having  consult- 
ed tliose  brethren  by  word  or  letter. 

Soon  the  question  v/as  started,  "  Can  I  sym.pa- 
thize  with  this  movement,  and  honestly  remain  in 
the  Church  whose  interests  will  be  unfavorably 
affected  by  its  promotion  ?"  Conscience,  reason, 
Scripture,  all  said  "  You  cannot  I"  To  their 
unanimous  decision  I  submitted.     The  immediate 
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result  was  a  letter  to  the  preachers  in  the  city, 
informing:  them  of  my  design  ;  and  one  to  the 
Presiding  Elder,  communicating  the  fact  of  my 
withdrawal.  Instead  of  an  array  of  reasons 
leading  to  this  result,  which  would  be  but  a  repe- 
tition of  what  has  been  published  already,  the  re- 
sult itself  is  submitted  to  the  reader,  in  a  copy  of 
the  lettters  above  mentioned. 

1.  To  the  Presiding  Elder  of  Boston  District, 
"  Dear  Brother  Kilburn — The  course  of  duty 
being  now  plain  on  a  subject  of  perplexing  inter- 
est, I  hereb}-  respectfully  inform  you  of  my  with- 
drawal from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  : 
and  by  returning  my  name  to  the  next  annual  con- 
ference as  withdrawn,  you  will  oblige  one  who, 
with  feelings  of  respect  and  esteem  would  sub- 
scribe himself,"  &c. 
Boston,  Dec.  26,  1842. 

2.    To  the  Preachers  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

*'  Dear  Brethren — The  reading  of  this  will  in- 
form you  of  ray  withdrawal  from  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  This  step  is  taken  from  a 
sense  of  solemn  duty.  My  reasons  at  large  you 
will  not  care  to  hear.  Allow  me  to  mention  the 
main  one. 

I  could  not  be  an  honest  man,  or  have  a  con- 
science void  of  offence,  and  remain  in  the  connec- 
tion with  my  present  views  and  feelings.  For, 
after  serious  and  prayerful  consideration,  I  am 
fully  persuaded  of  th9  propriety  and  necessity  of 
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the  '  new  movement.'  In  the  integrity  of  those 
brethren  I  have  the  fullest  confidence.  Their 
views  are  mine.  The  results  they  i)rofessedly  aim 
to  accomplish,  have  been  fondly  cherished 
object  with  me.  Hence  the  only  consistent  course 
for  me  is  to  vs^ithdraw  peaceably  from  your  com- 
munion. 

In  bidding  you  farewell,  as  ministers  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  as  brethren 
sincerely  beloved,  permit  me  to  express  the  pleas- 
ure I  have  enjoyed  in  your  company,  and  the 
high  esteem  I  place  upon  your  friendship.  I 
leave  you  without  an  unkind  feeling,  sensible  of 
many  personal  obligations.  I  entertain  no  bit- 
terness of  feeling  toward  the  Church  or  the 
authorities  of  the  Church  from  which  I  now 
withdraw.  Whatever  influence  I  may  believe 
she  has  exerted  and  does  still  exert  to  the 
injury  of  others,  she  has  never  seriously  injured 
me. 

In  the  providence  of  God,  I  have  been  called 
from  sin  to  holiness  by  her  instrumentality.  To 
that  God  whose  instrument  she  was,  I  am 
under  the  greatest  obligations.  To  Him  I 
owe  my  all.  And  in  return,  I  am  resolved  to 
live  to  his  glory,  and  in  the  work  of  saving  souls 
expire. 

Dear  Brethren,  adieu  I 

Yours  in  Christian  fellowship. 

Boston,  Dec.  26,  1842." 
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The  ties  thus  severed,  had  long  and  closely 
entwined  aroung  my  heart.  The  friends  thus 
separated  from,  were  much  endeared,  and  nothing 
less  than  an  attachment  to  the  cause  of  truth, 
an  inveterate  hatred  to  slavery,  an  honest  convic- 
tion that  this  step  would  be  instrumental  in  stirring 
up  to  vigorous  action  those  who  continued  in  her 
communion,  and  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  giv- 
ing the  most  efficient  testimony  against  slavery, 
and  at  the  same  time  enable  me  more  vigorously 
to  oppose  it.  I  say  nothing  less  than  these  con- 
siderations induced  me  to  leave  the  M.  E. 
Church,  and  bid  adieu  to  friends  I  loved  so  well. 
But  having  counted  the  cost,  I  threw  myself  out, 
relying  on  the  merits  of  the  cause  to  which  I 
thenceforth  devoted  my  all. 

Thirteen  years  have  elapsed  since  that  secession 
from  the  M.  E.  Church.  The  affected  contempt 
for  our  movement,  has  been  displaced  by  a  feel- 
ing of  constrained  respect.  The  basis  of  our  op- 
eration was  a  great  principle — no  fellowship  with 
slaveholders.  Beiog  on  a  rock,  and  acting  as  the 
representatives  of  Truth,  in  conflict  with  expedi- 
ency, we  leaned  upon  the  arm  of  God.  Our  ways 
in  this  respect  pleased  God,  and  v/e  are  kept  by 
his  power.  And  it  is  a  glorious  vindication  of 
our  course,  that  todoy  a  very  respectable  party 
in  the  Methodist  Church  are  struggling  to  bring 
that  body  up  to  our  position  on  slavery. 

L.  C.  Matlack. 
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